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Abstract 

This article presents a few research issues proposed for collaborative activities 

among LIS researchers in the Asia-Pacific region. The issues listed are,  

(1) Metadata models for digital archives of Heterogeneous Cultural Heritage 

Resources, 

(2) Metadata models for Pop-culture resources and their digital archives, 

(3) Models for metadata sharing across Asia-Pacific regions for promotion of 

digital archives, 

(4) Metadata issues for longevity of digital archives, and 

(5) Infrastructure/Platform to support data-centric research activities across Asia-

Pacific. 

The issues are proposed from the viewpoint of metadata for digital collections 

mainly in cultural areas. The author considers that forming a forum to discuss 

each of the issues rather than doing a research on a particular topic would be 

realistic. 
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There are various types of cultural resources in our region – from traditional cultural heritage 

to pop-culture resources such as Anime and Manga, from tangible resources collected by 

memory institutions to intangible cultural heritage which may be collected in the form of 

records such as videos and photographs. We can find and access those cultural resources on 

the Web but we know that there are many issues which have to be solved to enhance usability 

of the cultural resources, in particular those provided in digital forms on the Web. 

It is broadly recognized that metadata plays crucial roles to develop and enhance usability of 

digital collections of cultural and scholarly resources, which are called “digital archives” in 

this proposal. In addition, we know some new subjects which are closely related to digital 

archives, e.g., Research (Open) Data, Digital Humanities, Open Sciences, and so forth. The 

underlying issues common among these subjects are Digital Collections of 

Cultural/Scholarly/Scientific Resources and Metadata about them. The author proposes to 

build a platform for collaboratively exchange ideas and information to promote network of 
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cultural heritage information and to develop digital archives in Asia-Pacific mainly focusing 

on metadata.  

The paragraphs below show some research issues on metadata for digital archives. The aim of 

this proposal is to exchange ideas to build forum to collaboratively challenge these issues. 

(1) Metadata models for digital archives of Heterogeneous Cultural Heritage Resources 

Museums, Libraries, and Archives which are generally called memory institutions collect 

cultural resources and provide them to the general public. Memory institutions are keen to 

digitally curate both tangible and intangible cultural heritage resources and provide them to 

their visitors on-site and on-line. It is well recognized that metadata is the key component not 

only to make the cultural resources findable and accessible but also to preserve them. 

Therefore, it is crucial to share information about metadata to enhance findability and 

accessibility to cultural heritage resources. It is crucial for us to discuss about a platform to 

share metadata for cultural heritage resources in our region, in particular for the digital 

cultural heritage resources. 

(2) Metadata models for Pop-culture resources and their digital archives 

Pop-culture resources such as Manga, Anime and Games are not well curated like traditional 

cultural heritage resources but are very important genres of culture shared across borders 

because they have been well accepted by the societies across borders. It is important to collect 

and share information of pop-culture resources by collaboration across borders and languages 

in order to build a platform to share information and knowledge about those pop-culture 

resources which may have strong social impact across borders.  

(3) Models for metadata sharing across Asia-Pacific regions for promotion of digital 

archives 

There are several major metadata standards and we are using them for interoperability 

within/across communities and on the Web. It is obviously beneficial for our community to 

link digital archives across our regions. Major projects for building large collection of digital 

resources such as Europeana and DPLA are aggregating metadata collected from participating 

memory institutions. Since the social and information environment of Asia-Pacific 

community is very different from that of Europe and North America it would not be realistic 

to use the same model with them. As a first step, the author proposes to develop a platform to 

discuss models for sharing metadata. 

(4) Metadata issues for longevity of digital archives 

To keep digital resources usable over time is crucial in any scholarly fields as scholarly 

activities are heavily relying on digital resources and are producing digital resources as their 

outputs. Metadata plays important roles for the longevity of digital resources. Metadata has to 

be usable and consistent over time. Metadata about metadata, i.e., meta-metadata, plays 

important roles for the longevity of metadata. Thus, we need to develop technologies to keep 

“meta” information usable over time. Our community would need to share information about 

the longevity of metadata for the sake of the longevity of digital resources. 

(5) Infrastructure/Platform to support data-centric research activities across Asia-

Pacific 

Research activities of today are highly digital data centric, e.g., data driven sciences and 

digital humanities. LIS community has a large potential to support those data-centric research 
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activities but I think that we need to share the features of those data-centric research activities 

and the requirements to build information environment to support them. We can collaborate 

to discuss those features and requirements, which are suitable to the Asia-Pacific. 

Each of these issues is challenging as a research topic. So, the author considers that we should 

start discussions to share understanding of these issues and to collect information about 

related to the issues from the participants. Experiences on development of digital collections 

and in the research on digital resources depend on country by country and on the backgrounds 

of the participating researchers. This diversity would bring some challenges to form a 

research forum but, at the same time, it would bring new ideas and requirements for the 

research which might be different from those developed in homogeneous environments. 

 

 


